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Might be worth waiting 11 months for next Apple Watch
	· finder.com.au forecasts Apple Watch version 2 will be released on March 18, 2016
· Survey of 5 tech experts reveals improvements in next Apple Watch
· Could be worth waiting for second version of Apple Watch



April 23, 2015, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA – If you want an Apple Watch battery that lasts longer than a day, better apps and GPS, you might be better off waiting for the second generation watch forecasted by one of Australia’s biggest comparison websites finder.com.au[footnoteRef:1] to be released in 11 months. [1:  Experian Hitwise 2014, 2015] 


finder.com.au has launched a comprehensive wearable technology comparison, which includes guides and apps available for smart watches and other wearables in the market (www.finder.com.au/wearables).

Research by finder.com.au also reveals the Apple Watch version two is likely to be released on March 18, 2016, based on a study of release dates between Apple’s first and second edition iPods, iPhones and iPads.

A survey of five Australian technology experts conducted by finder.com.au found a mixed response to the current offerings available on the Apple Watch. However, they all expect the second version to be a vast improvement.




The survey found 40 percent of the panellists said long lasting battery life was the number one feature missing from the current Apple Watch, while other key features missing included independent internet connection as the watch relies on an iPhone for data, GPS and waterproofing.

Michelle Hutchison, Money Expert at finder.com.au, said the first version of the Apple Watch might be a waste of money for some consumers.

“While the first generation Apple Watch is a very exciting piece of wearable technology, there are clearly many key features missing from the watch. If you’re going to spend between $499 and $24,000 on the first edition, you might end up being disappointed with its functionality in 11 months’ time.”

According to the survey, two new features that the panellists expect to be available on the second version of the Apple Watch are GPS and being able to work more independently from the iPhone. Greater access for app developers is also likely to be available on the second version, say the experts.

The number one technology upgrade that will have the biggest impact on the Apple Watch is the iPhone 7 according to the survey, followed by iOS9 – the next mobile operating system – and Apple Pay where users can make contactless transactions through Near Field Communication (NFC) technology. 

“The most exciting part about the Apple Watch and wearable technology is the endless potential for how these devices will change our lives. From turning on our TV to pre-empting a heart attack, to the way we access information and how we pay for things, it has the potential to make our lives more convenient and even more productive,” said Mrs Hutchison.














What features our experts think will be on the second version of the Apple Watch:
· Mike Rundle, Owner, Flyosity: “Work independently from the iPhone and/or won't need an iPhone to set it up. Better GPS capabilities. Thinner and faster device with a brighter screen.”
· Mike Bantick, Contributing Editor, iTWire.com: “Sport version (waterproof),  GPS, headphone option”
· Jeremy Cabral, Head of Publishing & Editorial, finder.com.au: “Work independently to the iPhone”
· Chris Stead, Editor in Chief, Old Mate Media: “Better battery life is a given as Apple improve its tech efficiency. We can also expect more user interface/control options, and greater access to those options for developers. This will be required if app makers are going to be able to make bespoke experiences that maximise the Apple Watch, as currently a number of features are gated off to, presumably, minimise quality assurance issues during the device’s launch.”
· Angus Kidman, Editor, Lifehacker Australia: “Open SDK so there are more apps!”
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About finder.com.au:
finder.com.au is one of Australia’s biggest comparison websites and has helped over 4.8 million Australians find better credit cards, home loans, life insurance, shopping deals and more since 2006. finder.com.au compares 250 credit and debit cards from 31 providers, over 300 home loan products, and information from 13 life insurance providers as well as online shopping promo codes, mobile phone plans, travel insurance and more. One Australian every five minutes is using finder.com.au or one of its network sites creditcardfinder.com.au and lifeinsurancefinder.com.au to find better (Source: Google Analytics). 
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Disclaimer:
Hive Empire Pty Ltd (trading as finder.com.au, ABN: 18 118 785 121) provides factual information, general advice and services on financial products as a Corporate Authorised Representative (432664) of Advice Evolution Pty Ltd AFSL 342880. Please refer to our FSG and Credit Licence ACL 385509.  We are also a Corporate Authorised Representative of Countrywide Tolstrup Financial Services Group Pty Ltd. ABN 51 586 953 292 AFSL 244436 for the provision of online travel insurance. We are not owned by any Bank or Insurer and we are not a product issuer or a credit provider. Although we cover a wide range of products, providers and services we don't cover every product, provider or service available in the market. We also don't recommend specific products, services or providers. If you decide to apply for a product or service through our website you will be dealing directly with the provider of that product or service and not with us. We recommend consumers understand the Product Disclosure Statements before deciding if a product is right for them (c) 2013.
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